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Become Self-Sufficient 

His Divine Graee A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

In New Vrindavan our program is that the 
inhabitants should produee their own food. Somehow 
or other they should be self-independent. Otherwise, 
what is the use of oeeupying sueh a great traet of 
land? (Letter to Hayagriva, 7 Oetober 1968.) 

My idea is to purehase land for agrieulture so that 
residents may not depend on outsiders but grow food 
there and things may go on nieely. (Letter to Dinesh 
Babu, 14 August 1971.) 

Your farm appears very niee, with open plain land. 
The cows are very niee, and so are the sheds. This farm 
projeet you should eonsider very important. The idea 
is that people ean be self-suffieient, raise their own 
foodstuffs, and have suffieient milk to save time and 
ehant Hare Krishna. Why should they work so hard in the 
hellish faetories? Let everyone live simply and be Krishna 
eonseious. (Letter to Nityanand Das, 1 July 1975.) *W 

Krishna Promises Through a Devotee 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

In the Bhagavad-gitâ (9.31) Krishna says, "Oh son of 
Kunti, Arjuna, you go out beating drums, proelaiming, 
'I give proteetion to my bhakta , my devotee! He is 
proteeted! He will never perishF" 

He proelaimed it through his devotee, Arjuna. Why 
didn't he proelaim it himself? If he himself promises, he 
may break it, but that is not the ease if he makes a promise 
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His Divine Graee 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

through a devotee. So is a devotee greater than him? Yes. 
Krishna is not greater but the devotee is greater. He says 
in the Bhagavad-gltâ (7.7), mattah paratararh nânyat kineid 
asti dhananjaya, — "There is no one superior to me!" At 
the same time he makes his dear devotee greater than 
himself. Srila Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami says, krsnera 
samatâ haite bada bhakta-pada. No one ean be equal to 
Krishna beeause he is supreme. But if you beeome his 
dear devotee he will make you greater than himself. f & 

— From an undated leeture on Srimad Bhâgavatam 1.7.25. 
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The "Faults" of Krishna 

From Srila Rupa GoswamVs 
Bhakti-rasâmrta-sindhu 2.1.246 - 247 

vaisnava-tantre pi — 

astâdasa-mahâ-dosai rahitâ bhagavat-tanuh 
sarvaisvaryamayisatya-vijnânânanda-rûpini 

astâdasa-mahâ-dosâh, yathâ visnu-yâmale — 

mohas tandrâ bhramo ruksa-rasatâ kâma-ulbanah 
lolatâ mada mâtsarye himsâ kheda parisramau 

asatyam krodha âkânksâ âsankâ visva-vibhramah 
visamatvam parâpeksâ dosâ astâdasoditâh 

In the vaisnava-tantra it is said: The body of the Lord 
is free from the eighteen faults [found in mortals]. It 
is full of all opulenees and is the personifieation of 
truth, realized knowledge and bliss. 

The eighteen faults [of eonditioned mortals] 
are deseribed in the visnu-yâmala as follows: Moha 
(perplexity), tandrâ (sleep), bhrama (mistakes), 
ruksa-rasatâ (artifieial attaehment without aetual 
love), kâma-ulbanah (troublesome lust), lolatâ 
(fiekleness), mada (intoxicated behavior), mâtsarya 
(envy), hirhsâ (violent behavior), kheda (weariness), 
parisrama (fatigue due to overwork), asatya (lying), 
krodha (anger), âkânksâ (expectation to obtain a 
desired objeet), âsankâ (doubt or eoneern), visva- 
vibhrama (indulgenee in worldly aetivities), visamatva 
(partiality) and parâpeksâ (dependenee on others). 

eommentary by Srila Jiva Goswami and Srila 
Vishwanath ehakravarti Thakur: When these 
faults are found in the Lord, in the context of his 
love for his devotees, then they are understood to 
be his divine qualities. 

For example, the quality of moha, perplexity, in 
eonneetion with devotees is found in the Lord as follows: 

tato vatsân adrstvaitya puline pi ea vatsapân 
ubhâv api vane krsno vieikâya samantatah 

When Krishna was unable to find the ealves he 
returned to the bank of the river, but there too he was 
also unable to see the cowherd boys. Thus he began to 
seareh for both the ealves and the boys as if he eould 
not understand what had happened. (Bhâg.10.13.16.) 

The triad of tandrâ, sleep, kheda, weariness, and 
parisrama, fatigue due to overwork, are found in 
Krishna as follows: 

kvaeit pallava-talpesu niyuddha-srama-karsitah 
vrksa-mûlâsrayah sete gopotsangopabarhanah 




The "faults" ofsleep, weariness 7 andfatigue are allfound in Krishna. 



Sometimes Lord Krishna grew tired from fighting and 
lay down at the base of a tree, resting upon a bed made 
of soft twigs and buds and using the lap of a cowherd 
friend as his pillow. (Bhâg.10.15.16.) 

The quality of bhrama (making mistakes) is found 
in the Lord as follows: 

tâv anghri-yugmam anukrsya sarisrpantau 
ghosa-praghosa-rueiram vraja-kardamesu 

tan-nâda-hrsta-manasâv anusrtya lokam 
mugdha-prabhitavad upeyatur anti mâtroh 

When Krishna and Balaram, with the strength 
of their legs, crawled in the muddy plaees that 
had been ereated in Vraja by cow dung and cow 
urine, their crawling resembled the crawling of 
serpents, and the sound of their ankle bells was 
very eharming. Very mueh pleased by the sound 
of other people's ankle bells, they used to follow 
these people as if going to their mothers, but when 
they saw that these were other people, they beeame 
afraid and returned to their real mothers, Yashoda 
and Rohini. (Bhâg.10.8.22.) 

Ruksa-rasatâ means artifieial attaehment without 
aetual love. This quality is not in him (in other words, 
he is attaehed only to those whom he really loves). 
Also, ulbanah-kâmah means troublesome lust. Sinee 
his lust is nothing but prema, transeendental love, 
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this quality too is not present in him (in other words, 
his lust does not bring him material suffering). 

Lolatâ means fiekleness, and Krishna does exhibit 
that quality as follows: 

vatsdn munean kvaeid asamaye krosa-sanjdta-hdsah 
steyarh svddv atty atha dadhi-payah kalpitaih steya-yogaih 

markdn bhoksyan vibhajati sa een ndtti bhdndarh bhinatti 
dravydldbhe sagrha-kupito ydty upakrosya tokdn 

[The adult gopls eomplained]: Our dear friend Yashoda, 
your son sometimes eomes to our houses before the 
milking of the cows and releases the ealves, and when 
the master of the house beeomes angry, your son merely 
smiles. Sometimes he devises some proeess by which 
he steals palatable eurd, butter and milk, which he then 
eats and drinks. When the monkeys assemble, he divides 
it with them, and when the monkeys have their bellies 
so full that they wont take more, he breaks the pots. 
Sometimes, if he gets no opportunity to steal butter or 
milk from a house, he will be angry at the householders, 
and for his revenge he will agitate the small ehildren by 
pinehing them. Then, when the ehildren begin erying, 
Krishna will go away. (Bhâg.10.8.29.) 

The quality of mada, intoxicated behavior, is found 
in the Lord as follows: 

mada-vighûrnita-loeana isat 

mdna-dah sva-suhrddm vana-mdli 
badara-pdndu-vadano mrdu-gandarh 

mandayan kanaka-kundala-laksmyd 

As Krishna respeetfully greets his well-wishing friends, 
his eyes roll slightly as if from intoxication. He wears 
a flower garland, and the beauty of his soft eheeks is 
aeeentuated by the brillianee of his golden earrings 
and the whiteness of His faee, which has the eolor of 
a badara berry. (Bhâg.10.35.24.) 

The quality of mâtsarya, envy, is also found in the 
Lord as follows: 

tatra pratividhim samyag dtma-yogena sddhaye 
lokesa-mdnindm maudhydd dhanisye srl-madam tamah 

By my mystie power I will eompletely eounteraet this 
disturbanee eaused by Indra. Demigods like Indra are 
proud of their opulenee, and out of foolishness they 
falsely eonsider themselves the lords of the universe. 
I will now destroy sueh ignoranee. (Bhâg.10.25.16.) 

The quality of himsâ, violenee, is elearly seen in 
many plaees in the Srimad Bhâgavatam, sueh as in the 
killing of Putana. 

The quality of asatya, lying, is found in Krishna 
as follows: 

ndharh bhaksitavdn amba sarve mithydbhisamsinah 
yadi satya-giras tarhi samaksam pasya me mukham 
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[Krishna said]: My dear mother, I have never eaten 
dirt. All my friends eomplaining against me are liars. If 
you think they are being truthful thenyou ean direetly 
look into my mouth and examine it. (Bhâg.10.8.35.) 

This quality of lying is also found in his eheating 
of Jarasandha [by begging alms disguised as a 
brahmin]. In similar plaees one ean also see the 
qualities of krodha, anger. 

The quality of âkânksâ, expectation to attain a 
desired objeet, is also found in the Lord as follows: 

tdrh stanya-kdma dsddya mathnantirhjananirh harih 
grhitvd dadhi-manthdnarh nyasedhat pritim dvahan 

While mother Yashoda was ehurning butter, Lord 
Krishna, desiring to drink the milk of her breast, appeared 
before her, and in order to inerease her transeendental 
pleasure he eaught hold of the ehurning rod and began 
to prevent her from ehurning. (Bhdg. 10.9.4.) 

The quality of âsankâ, doubt or eoneern, is also 
found in him as follows: 

kvdpy adrstvdntar-vipine vatsdn pdldrhs ea visva-vit 
sarvarh vidhi-krtarh krsnah sahasdvajagdma ha 

When Krishna was unable to find the ealves or their 
earetakers, the cowherd boys, anywhere in the forest, 
he eould suddenly understand that this was the work 
of Lord Brahma. (Bhdg. 10.13.17.) 

Visva-vibhrama means indulgenee in worldly aetivities, 
and it is found in many plaees in eonneetion with his 
devotees like Lord Brahma who are engaged in fulfilling 
the Lord's desire to maintain the material world. 

The quality of vaisamatva, partiality, is also found 
in him as follows: 
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samo 'harh sarva-bhûtesu na me dvesyo 'sti na priyah 
ye bhajanti tu mârh bhaktyâ mayi te tesu eâpy aham 

I envy no one, nor am I partial to anyone. I am equal to 
all. But whoever renders serviee unto me in devotion is 
a friend, is in me, and I am also a friend to him. (Bg. 9.29.) 

The quality of parâpeksâ (dependenee on others) is 
also found in him as follows: 

aharh bhakta-parâdhino hy asvatantra iva dvija 
sâdhubhir grasta-hrdayo bhaktair bhakta-jana-priyah 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said to the 
brahmin: I am eompletely under the eontrol of my 
devotees. Indeed, I am not at all independent. Beeause 
my devotees are eompletely devoid of material desires, 
I sit only within the eores of their hearts. What to 
speak of my devotee, even those who are devotees of 
my devotee are very dear to me. (Bhâg.9.4.63.) 

It is to be known that the faults that oeeur in the 
Lord are not the same as those that oeeur in the 
ordinary souls devoid of knowledge [these so-ealled 
faults oeeur only due to his love for his devotees and 
not due to any material faetor]. Therefore it is said, 

kva soka-mohau sneho vâ bhayarh vâye jna-sambhavâh 
kva eâkhandita-vijnâna-jnânaisvaryas tv akhanditah 

Neither are sueh faults found in intelligent and 
liberated souls. However, sometimes sueh faults are 
also seen in the liberated souls like Sri Shukadev 
Goswami, as follows: 
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Krishna has the "fault" ofdependenee on others 

ittharh sma prstah sa tu bâdarâyanis 

tat-smâritânanta-hrtâkhilendriyah 
kreehrât punar labdha-bahir-drsih sanaih 

pratyâha tarh bhâgavatottamottama 

Suta Goswami said: 0 Shaunaka, greatest of saints 
and devotees, when Maharaja Parikshit inquired 
from Shukadeva Goswami in this way, Shukadeva 
Goswami, immediately remembering subjeet matters 
about Krishna within the eore of his heart, externally 
lost eontaet with the aetions of his senses. Thereafter, 
with great diffieulty, he revived his external sensory 
pereeption and began to speak to Maharaja Parikshit 
about krsna-kathâ. (Bhâg. 10. 12.44.) 

In sueh eases, the faults in liberated souls are 
generated out of pure love of the Lord [and not 
beeause of any material faetors]. it 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from the Sanskrit available at 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (www.granthamandira.com) 




